   Knights Of St Columbanus Public Speaking Competition 2019 - 2020

Knights of St. Columbanus

The Knights of St Columbanus is an Order of Catholic Laymen which was founded in 1915 by Canon James O’Neill.  

Since 2014 the Knights of St Columbanus have organized a very successful All Ireland Public Speaking Competition. We are inviting your school to partake in this year’s competition which will conclude on April 4th 2020 in Maynooth University. 
Teams participating in recent All Ireland Finals can be viewed at https://www.icatholic.ie/kosc
The Knights of St Columbanus have actively supported many youth initiatives. 
Currently our National Project is the sponsorship and promotion, in association with each Diocese, of the Pope John Paul 11 Awards in 2nd level Schools across Ireland.

Further information on this award can be obtained by contacting koc@iol.ie or admin@thepopejohnpauliiaward.com.

Topics for public speaking competition, arranged by theme.

Christian Action

1. “I am a mission, always; you are a mission, always; every baptized man and woman is a mission” Pope Francis  9 June 2019, 

2. “Jesus teaches us another way: Go out. Go out and share your testimony, go out and interact with your brothers, go out and share” Pope Francis 13th March 2013
3. “The hope for a better future always starts from one’s own activity and initiative, then from one’s work, and never from the material means available.” Pope Francis June 2018 to the Federation of Masters of Labour

4. “It is essential to help children and adolescents  to realise misbehavior has consequences” Amoris Laetitia Para 268
Social Media and the Gospel 
5. The Net is an opportunity to promote encounter with others, but it can also increase our self-isolation Pope Francis on World Communications Day 2019
6. How we can be "believers" in the digital world, and, conversely, reflect on the impact which the digital world is having on Church, Archbishop Eamon Martin May 2019
7. Tweeting the Gospel – a new opportunity for the Church
8. They (the youth) know how to organize events, sports competitions and ways to evangelize using social media, through text messages, songs, videos and other ways. Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit
Justice
9. “Human beings, while capable of the worst, are also capable of rising above themselves, choosing again what is good, and making a new start” Laudato Si Para 245
10. Young people seek to engage with and address the social justice issues of our time” Report by  young people who met in Rome in March 2018 before the Synod meeting
11. “Peace is not only the absence of war but an untiring commitment to restoring people’s rights and dignity” Pope Francis Mozambique September 2019
12. “I encourage you, in fidelity to your roots, to take up the challenge of welcoming and protecting those migrants who today come looking for work.” Pope Francis speaking in Mauritius September 2019,
Young Christians

13. “Young people today can be drawn to the faith and supported in their faith by music, film and the arts in general”. 
14. Young people's intensified demand for climate action is a sign of hope during the planet's ecological crisis” Cardinal Peter Turkson, Prefect of the  Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development July 2019
15. A church that does not listen... cannot be credible, especially for the young who will inevitably turn away rather than approach.”Pope Francis at the opening of Youth Synod
16. Young people also underline how the troubles, divisions and fragility of families are a source of great suffering to many of them  Instrumentum Laboris  for Youth Synod 
Marking Scheme

Content (50 marks)

Delivery (20 marks)

Use of language (15 marks)

Response to questions (15 marks)

100marks in total
Mark Scheme

100marks in total
Content

(50marks)

Coherent and structured argument

Independent research

Relevant and topical evidence

Acknowledges alternative viewpoints but creates robust argument

Effective, well informed and relevant use of Scripture and Church teaching.

Delivery

(20marks)

Use of humour

Engagement with audience –eye contact

Effective use of gesture

Variety in volume, pitch, pace

Use of pause for effect

Facial expression

Effective opening and conclusion

Effective linking with other 2 speakers. Sense of a team

Use of speaking notes

Clarity of diction

Confidence, poise and passion for the topic

Use of language

(15 marks)

Rhetorical techniques- alliteration, onomatopoeia, rule of 3, rhetorical question, emotive language. Other verbal skills.

Linguistic variety

Emotive language (where appropriate)

Response to questions

(15 marks)

Succinct and relevant response
Able to introduce some new and relevant content where appropriate
Please note that while excessive dependence on notes is discouraged, so too is the mechanical recitation of a speech learned by rote. The timekeeper will inform the panel of judges of each team’s timing before the judges retire. 

When all teams have competed, the judges will retire and confer in private before announcing the competition results.

Eligibility

Competitors must be from Years 12, 13 or 14 in N.I and from Transition year or 5th and 6th Years in the Republic. 

Schools may enter more than one team.

Aware of the excessive demands placed upon the teaching profession, schools are welcome to use personnel from the community to assist in preparing the team. 
Format

· Each team will comprise 3 students who will deliver their presentation to the judges and audience. Teams may include a 4th student who would be a reserve if a team member is unavailable.
· The total presentation will last between 11 and 13 minutes.

· Team will decide how long each team member will speak within that time period. Each member of the team must, however, speak for at least 3 minutes.

· Teams who exceed the speaking time will be penalised.
· Students should support their arguments with references from   Old and New Testament, Church documents, Church teachings, Papal Encyclicals. For Non-Catholic Schools references to statements from Church of Ireland Synods, Presbyterian General Assemblies and Methodist Conferences statements (Bishop’s conferences) are welcomed.
· Each team will be expected to address the topic under discussion in a balanced way.
· When the team presentation is finished, an unseen question will be given to the team. After conferring for 1 minute a member will respond. The response should last no less than 45 seconds and no longer than 2 minutes.

· The running order will be decided on the evening of each round by lot.

· Schools are encouraged to have parents and peers present to support the teams and to give the students a sense of audience.

Rules

· Team members may be chosen from across the years specified under eligibility.

· If a team progresses to the next round of the competition they may speak on the topic used in the initial round. Conversely, if a team wishes to change their topic from one round to the next, this is also perfectly acceptable. When a topic is changed, however, the team must notify the organisers.

· This is primarily a Public Speaking competition and dramatic content e.g. staging a short scene, or using props is not be appropriate and will be penalised.

· Early rounds will begin in November at venues as close to your school as possible.

· Provincial Finals will be held at a venue as near to competing schools as possible in late January or early February.

· In Elphin and Clonfert Diocesan finals will take place during the last week of January 2019.

· The National finals will be held in the Iontas Centre Maynooth University on Saturday 4th April 2020
· The Adjudicators’ decisions are final

The successful team at Provincial and All Ireland levels will receive a trophy and cheque for the school while the students on the winning team will receive individual vouchers to the value of €50. The school which is runner up in the All Ireland Final will also receive a cheque.
Knights of St. Columbanus Public Speaking Competition 2019 - 2020
Entry Form

Name of School   _________________________________

Address
 ______________________________________



______________________________________


Name of Contact
__________________________________

Contact telephone    _________________   
E-mail Address ______________

Number of teams entered________________
Preferred option for timing of competition  
Afternoon










Evening

If you are willing to host a round of the competition please indicate here 

Please complete the registration form and return by e-mail to 

We agree that the organisers may use the images of our team for publicity purposes.  

The adjudicators’ decision is final.

Signed ________________________________   Date ______________

Return by Thursday 31st  October 2019 to

spsc2015@gmail.com
Or hard copy to 

Public Speaking Competition

Ely House

8 Ely Place

Dublin 2

Or       Public Speaking Competition

c/o 123 Carrigans Road

Omagh

Co Tyrone

BT797TW

7

